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The history of women is the history of deprivation and exploitation. Women are victims of paternity 

society from the very beginning. From the report of world history it was found that the deprived and 

exploited struggled to establish their rights for long time. Civilization had to travel long to see such 

insurgency of becoming women organized. Though some sublime women flourished like comets, they 

contributed little bit for women redemption. They became hostages of paternity due to paternity 

pressure. 

 
In the true sense, the ripple of women movement began to comb one after another from one corner to 

another from the 18th century. The 18th century is considered as the awakening period of flourishing 

women. The first women philosopher Merry Wolstoncroft raised the question of legitimacy of 

women first. The impact of women movements in 18th and 19th century enlighten the world in 20th 

century. Women awake with their own talents ignoring all infertile policy, odd thinking, and prejudice 

and established their rights in front of the world. Beckon of this world women awareness affects our 

country in the second term of 20th century. The women of this country uphold their rights for self 

controlled besides participating in national movement from the sixty decades of the last century.  

 
Women keep on their movement to recover their social and political rights through formation of 

groups, organizations, and somitees. ‘Unleashed Women Leaders Network’ is an effluent of the 

continuation of women’s social and political movement. It is a representative organization of the grass 

root women. The organization started its journey in 2006. The primary goal of the organization was to 

build a bridge for the women leaders and small active women organizations spreading in grass root 

levels of the country. Moreover, the grass root women will form a national platform through this 

organization which will be the symbol of national unity. Their voice will be raised and they can reach 

their opinions and thinkings, demands and rights to the highest level of the state and all spheres of the 

society which will be assembled accordantly with the global consciousness. 

 
Thousands of women all over the country are devoted and committed to raise their voices against all 

odds and, to ensure a congenial environment for women empowerment. They are keeping their best 

efforts through utilizing local resources and volunteers to achieve their visions. Already they have 

proved their potentialities and expertise in various sectors. The unleashed women leaders network is 

clamorous to protest dowry, child marriage, violence in family including nark and to stop all violence 

against women in the grass root levels. Women involved with this organization are accomplishing 

various development activities to ensure women rights for political and economical empowerment and 

rights for girl child in their own communities. From the realization of important of upholding their 

learning experiences to the national level and sharing these activities among them, women leaders 

celebrate national convention in every two years. After its’ establishment in 2006, the first convention 
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of BNN was celebrated in 2007. In keeping its continuation, the 5th convention was celebrated on 13 

November 2014 at the Institute of Diploma Engineers’ Conference Hall. 

 
Keeping this in mind, over 1300 grassroots women leaders who are members of the unleashed women 

network assembled here to celebrate their successes, share their experiences with one another, uphold 

their learnings and demands to the national policy levels, and to set new priorities for the future. The 

most important significant thing of being assembled here is that many women had been saving for 

months to be able to come share their challenges and accomplishments. One could not help but be 

moved and unleashed by the power of the women in the room. They were committed to achieving the 

MDGs in their villages and shared many accomplishments, for instance many had been able to stop 

girl child marriages, which is a hot topic in Bangladesh right now. 

 

Morover, 16 representatives from USA, Uganda, Netherland, Sweden, India, and from other countries 

participated in the convention. Women leaders Maymuna Akter Rubi, Advocate Parvin Ahmed, 

Shahina Afroz Baby, Anju Anowara Moyna, Roksana Jaman Sanu, and Dilip Kumkar Sarkar played 

their role as moderators for the convention. Rashada Aktar, President of BNN and Upazila Vice 

Chairman, Comilla, presided over the convention. 

 
Meher Afroj Chumki, Honorable state minister, Women and Children Affairs was present in the 

convention as the chief guest. Dr. Saida Hamid, member of Planning Commission, India, Dr. Rawnok 

Jahan, Honourable Fellow, Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Dr. Ghulam Murshid, renowned writer 

and researcher and Asa Skogstrom Feldt, President, The Hunger Project were also present in the 

convention as special guests and gave their speech. Dr. Badiul Alam Majumdar, Country Director and 

Global Vice President, The Hunger Project-Bangladesh, patronized the convention. 

 

The convention was opened at 10.05 am in the Institute of Diploma Engineers-Bangladesh, Kakrail, 

Dhaka, with the national anthem. Then, the convention was inaugurated with the presentation of theme 

song ‘We are women, unleashed women’ and great Tagore’s song ‘Anondolokae, Mongolalokae’ 

with candle lighting. Showing condolence to the departure souls of BNN members, one minute silence 

was done with profound respect. 

 

Nasima Akhter Joly, secretary of unleashed women leaders network presented the major 

accomplishments of the network in economic, political and social sectors from 2012-2014. 3800 

community people including both male (1175) and female (2625) had been trained on different skill 

development trades. 5085 community people of which were 3410 female and 1336 were male have 

become employed through 1704 self employed initiatives. In case of political empowerment, 72 



women leaders submitted their nomination for vice-chairman in the upazila parishad election held in 

2014, among which 35 were elected.  One women leader was also elected as upazila chairman. 

Moreover, 15 women leaders of unleashed women network competed in the city corporation election 

held in 2012-2013 and one was elected as commissioner and six were elected as counselors. In 

addition, 2570 women leaders participated in decision making of standing committees, school 

committees, and socio-cultural committees.  

 
Women leaders have contribution a lot to social awareness building activities such as dowry, child 

marriage, violence against women, eve-teasing, lactative mother and safe delivery, school dropout, 

sanitation and safe water. They created awareness on child marriage among 232959 community people 

through 11019 activities (courtyard meeting, workshop). They also created awareness on dowry 

among 151500 male and female, awareness on violence against women and eve-teasing among 95468 

male and female, awareness on care of lactative mother and safe delivery among 239369 male and 

female through 8111, 4108 and 8527 workshops and courtyard meetings. Moreover, they built 

awareness on nutrition for mother and child among 4930 pregnant women, 7759 lactative mothers, and 

1291 families through 688 courtyard meetings under the program ‘Essential Nutrition Action 

(ENA)’. 

 
To execute some activities to create a prosperous and dignified future for all the citizens, especially for 

the women, a declaration was exposed. Some remarkable declarations are commitment to fully express 

of innate capacity to provide transformative leadership to help a hunger free self reliant Bangladesh, 

mobilize the underprivileged women to ensure economic empowerment, active initiative to ensure 

inclusion of women in all sphere of life, resist all forms of violence against women, campaign in the 

communities to move towards eco-friendly agriculture, collaborative advocacy to ensure community 

access to government services, concrete action to ensure healthy and safe sanitation, maternal health, 

enrolment of all children, birth and marriage registration and opportunity for self-empowered women, 

steps to create congenial atmosphere for the child girls for the highest development of their potential, 

observe various national and international days like International women day, international human 

rights day, Begum Rokeya Dibas, national girl child day etc. with profound respects. 

 
Syeda Rezwana Hasan, Executive Director, 

Bangladesh Environment Lawyers Association 

(BELA), was awarded for her impassioned leadership, 

uncompromising courage in the campaign of judicial 

activism regarding eco-friendly environment. 

 



 

 
Barrister Sara Hossain, Honoree Director, 
Bangladesh Legal Aids and Services Trust 
(BLAST), was awarded for her great contribution 
to the nation to ensure human rights.   
 
 
 
 

 

Nasima Akhter Joly, secretary, BNN and Deputy 
Director (Program), THP-B gave her welcome 
speech. She highlighted all the remarkable 
achievements of BNN from the beginning to   till 
to date. She told that BNN is an organization of 
representatives’ women from grass root levels and 
it is a platform to raise their voices against all odds 
and carry their demands in keeping with the global 
context to the highest policy making levels. She 
mentioned that women leaders already have 
protested 2833 child marriage, dismissed 1035 
women disputes, and arranged 2733 dowry free marriages all over the country. She urged the women 
leaders to keep up their efforts to flourish these achievements more. 

 

Meher Afroj Chumki in her speech mentioned that 
women have come forwards and proved that 
Bangladesh is no more lay behind. Present GDP of 
Bangladesh is above 6 per cent, no food crisis in the 
northern parts of the country, and achieved food self 
dependency. Moreover, Bangladesh achieved a 
remarkable progress in reducing maternal and child 
death as well as MDGs. Behind these achievements, 

women have great contribution to economy. Amartya Sen, noble winner, also mentioned significant of 
women’s participation in the developing process. She also stated that women have proved their 
expertise in everywhere where they got chance. Agriculture is the prime sector in Bangladesh. 
Government is giving priority to the development of grassroots women, she added. She urged the 
women that they must come forward, and prove their expertise to ensure development of the society 
and the country. 



Asa Skogstrom Feldt in her speech 

hailed Bangladesh's women leaders 

for setting an example for women 

across the world and mentioned that 

they want to establish a 

discrimination free society for the 

women and they all dream a world 

of which every child and woman 

will lead a healthy and productive 

life with dignity and self reliant. It is 

a big vision but when they are 

member of an unleashed women network, supported by family and nation, and work together, it is 

possible to achieve. She emphasized on the importance of girl child and to create an enabling 

environment (quality education, safe health, economical and political empowerment, skill 

development, stop child marriage etc.) for them. She urged women to continue their efforts and 

commitment to be self empowered, and organize other community women. 

 
Dr. Ghulam Murshid stated that more 

than 50 per cent of the total population of 

the country is women and their 

contribution in all sphere of the society is 

visible. A few days ago, it was thought 

that women should not read, if so, it has 

negative effects on the family and the 

society. But, this notion has changed; 

women are in advance of education 

comparatively men. We have to be 

surprised that women have advanced enough. Despite this, women are being discriminated and its 

need to be stopped. He also added that when we see that women are in progress, we feel proud for 

them. If women engage themselves in the developing activities, nobody can stop them. Bangladesh 

has done better than India in many development indices. If women can contribute more from their 

respective position, Bangladesh will do much better. The first and foremost condition to advance of 

the women is physical freedom. 

 



Dr. Rawnok Jahan stated that 

women’s problems are not only 

problems for women, but also 

problems for men as well as for the 

society. So, man must come forward to 

advance women. Women’s violence is 

not only the problems of Bangladesh 

but also the problem of many 

developing countries. So, we have to 

overcome this problem jointly. She 

also added that the draft proposal of reducing marriage age of girl, is not totally acceptable and it will 

encourage child marriage. She urged the government not to reduce a girl's legal age for marriage and 

to focus on how to stop all forms of violence against women. 

 
Dr. Saida Hamid told that Bangladesh is on the 

right track of development. The declaration 

contents are not only important for Bangladesh but 

it has also significant meaning for the global 

context. You, women leaders, really possess the 

credit for what you have done for the overall 

development of the country. 

 

 
 

Dr. Badiul Alam Majumdar stated that 

great success is waiting for Bangladesh 

because women are more aware of their rights 

as well as of the society. It will be possible to 

build a self reliant and self dependent 

Bangladesh, if we all from our respective 

positions become aware and do work 

together. He also told that more than seven 

thousands women participated in the ‘women 

leader foundation course’ and they are conducting various activities in the grass root levels as 

volunteers. 

 



Laxmi Rani Sarkar, secretary, BNN, 

Gopalgonj, told in her experience sharing 

speech that women are the main key of getting 

relief from poverty. Women are contributing 

much more to the society than before. More 

than 300 women leaders become involved in 

decision making both inside and outside the 

house. Women leaders of unleashed network 

have announced to stop child marriage in five unions of Gopalgonj, establish five agriculture clubs. 

Presently, they are working to achieve two goals (3 and 4) MDGs. She also gave these credits to the 

Hunger Project-Bangladesh. 

 

Dipa Mojumdar, secretary, BNN, 

Jessor,and victim of child and dowry 

marriage,  mentioned that her present 

position due to her unleashed power and 

inspiration of THP-B. She is providing 

rendering services to the community 

women through her organization 

‘Angkur Hadicraft’. She also expressed 

her dream that women want to lead their 

lives as human beings not as mistreated women. 

 

A successful women leader Era Hoque, 

secretary, BNN, Rangpur, highlighted the 

achievements in her community. She 

mentioned that they have already established 

115 organizations, stopped 12 child marriages, 

and created awareness among 2775 pregnant 

women on nutrition and so many such types of 

works. 

 



 

Ashrafunnahar Rubi, secretary, Sherpur, 

upheld her activities and achievement. She 

is trying her best to serve her community 

women. She with the help of THP-B is 

organizing grass root women through her 

organization ‘Sherpur Mohila Somaj 

Kollyan Somittee’. 

 

Unleashed women leader Moriom Shefa, secretary, 

BNN, Potanitola, shared that with the help of THP-B 14 

local organizations have been established consisting of 

more than 1400 women and their present deposit is more 

than 14 lac taka. She pledged that she would like to 

establish a discrimination free society for which 

government and no-government patronization is needed. 

 
Anowara Razzak, secretary, BNN, Madaripur, gave 

emphasis on child education and proper utilization of 

limited assets. She also mentioned that no nation can do 

progress without education.  

 

Ambia Begum, secretary, BNN, Brambaria, told that 

more than 337 women leaders are engaged in social 

activities like stop child marriage, women violence, 

dowry, ensure nutrition, safe and clean water, 

sanitation, income generating activities. ‘Violence 

against women will be stopped, if man and woman 

work together,’ she added. 

 



Advocate Rashida Akter Sheli, ex-secretary, 

BNN, Dhaka, stated that politics is the main 

barrier of doing work neutrally. In keeping with 

Bangladesh and the global contexts, women 

leaders are working to achieve MDGs. 

 

 

 

 

Shahana Hoque, executive member, BNN, 

mentioned that both education and skill are very 

much essential of good society. She stated that more 

than 1200 women leaders in her region are now self 

dependent after getting skilled training from THP-B. 

They are raising their voices against child marriage, 

dowry, and women violence. Moreover, she is 

providing free education to 45 per cent students from 

her school. 

 
Woman leader Jannatul Bokeya Rekha 

blamed paternal society for the present 

situation of women. More than 450 women 

leaders are working in her community and 

creating awareness among the community 

people. ‘If women become educated and 

aware of their rights, they must advance 

towards development’, she added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Besides regional experiences sharing, report of BNN, year round activities of THP-B were presented 

through slide and documentary shows, and case studies were also upheld through banner presentation.  

 

Anjuman: a daughter of fire with 250......... 
 
“My stands against dowry which gave me pain and suffers” boldly stated Anjumanara, a woman 

leader of THP. In spite of being a 

daughter of teacher, she was married to 

an illiterate Abul Hossain at her early 

age. No sooner had the end of two years 

of conjugal life then her parents in law 

torched her mentally and physically for 

dowry. But, her beloved husband was 

always beside her. They separated from 

family with a hope of better life having 

only 250 Tk. 

 

Her sufferings started after separation 

from the family and her sorrows knew no bounds at that time. She struggled a lot against all odds with 

patience and gratifying behavior. Her behavior touched heart of the community people. As a result, 

she was unanimously elected as a UP member in 2002. But, she had less scope to contribute her ideas 

and opinion in decision making. She was treated as a woman and UP body tried to keep her aside from 

all activities. 

 

She involved with the Hunger Project in 2008 and got ‘Women Leader Foundation Course’ at 32th 

batch. “Unleashed man can never be poor’ touched her best. She learnt the arts of exploring herself 

in the community. She got the answers of all unsettled questions. She blamed her lot for sufferings but 

she cannot fully relay on it today.  She realized that the main causes of drawback of women are their 

unawareness and paternal society. “Women have to go forward not alone but together and must be 

mentally and economically self dependent otherwise no way of getting relief’ expressed her 

realization in this way.  

 

She formed community development somittee called ‘Sarbic Unnayan Somittee’ which consists of 15 

male and 40 female. They started to save here with a hope to bring desired changes in the community. 

The present savings of the organization is 123650 Tk. Moreover, she with other community people 

determined to protect child marriage, dowry, family violence, sanitation, and other odds practices in 



her community. She achieved cent percent sanitation through formation of 12 CDFs within 4 months. 

She showed her expertise and excellence in organizing organizations, managing and executing 

projects. She conquered the hearts of the community people. Her name and famous is not only 

confined within her boundary but also spill over the boundary. 

 

There are many women who became self dependent after getting skill development training on 

tailoring through Anjumanara. Besides this, her social awareness activities and campaigns have great 

contribution in increasing self emancipation power of the community women. In addition, being 

economically benefited through tailoring, she is conducting three trainings on tailoring. As a result, 70 

skilled women were produced among which 28 women became part of economic movement through 

tailoring. After getting 3 days training on handicraft and marketing process from THP-B, Mrs Ara 

trained 17 women on handicraft. She also supplies cane among the handicraft trainees. They 

approximately earn 10,000 Tk. from this. Mrs. Ara has also contribution on reducing illiteracy from 

the community. Besides, educating her beloved husband, she educated 40 illiterate women how to read 

and write and count through adult learning centre. 

 

In case of conflict dismiss, she contributes her best resulting many women are leading their family life 

in peace and happiness. She dismissed 10-11 family conflicts within her working area and out of the 

UP. She protected 15 dowry marriages by creating awareness through campaign in the community. 

 

Now, her family possesses two power tillers, two nosimons and 10 lac Tk., which was started with 

only 250 Tk. This success goes to Mrs Ara. Her name is in the heart of the community people for her 

success against odds.  The struggle which she doing for flourishing backward women, must bring 

reprieve for them one day. “Lack of confidence is the main cause behind the sufferings of women 

and, to bring confidence in women is the first and foremost task of my life”, she expressed her dream 

with enthusiasm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jesmin: a flourished woman... 
 

“More than 150 women got training on tailoring and nakshikatha from my training centre among 
which many of them are being self employed and 45 women got ad hock appointment in different 
organizations,” claimed Jesmin, a women leader and self empowered women. 
  

Jesmin came of a higher educated family in 
Jurain, Dhaka. She also completed her post 
graduation from University of Dhaka. She was 
married to Suruj Ali in 2006 and her harder 
days started after her marriage. She searched 
for a better job which seemed to be golden 
deer. She failed to get a job to support her 
family. “I had economic solvency at the end 
of month but I could not do whatever I liked.” 
 

At last, The Hunger Project came to her as 
bless in 2008. In this year, she took training on tailoring from THP. This training had great 
contribution to be economically self empowered. After that, she stepped forward with her expertise 
and training skills. The other factor which inspired her great was the animators training. She became 
an ideal animator after getting animators training at 1109th batch in 2008. “My economic condition 
was too hard to bear transport cost. But, I felt touch of heart for the training and got the training 
willingly.” The best side of the training was to empower woman and development of woman 
leadership. She also participated in women leader foundation course in 2008. 
 

Besides being self dependent, Mrs. Jesmin takes some initiatives for the unemployed women in her 
locality. She established a training centre named ‘Nakshikatha Training Centre’. She was giving 
training women not only on Nakshikatha but also on tailoring and cooking in her centre. 
 

As a woman leader she is working hard to empower the backward women. She is organizing the 
women through courtyard meeting, taking part in mass social movement and campaign. She has 
regular participation in media to make cent per cent women as economically self dependent. She 
regularly attends on a program ‘Handicraft’ in Rtv. This great initiative is only for empowering 
women. Moreover, she is the secretary of PDLIGHT. She got an opportunity to discuss on her 
community problems with Winy Mendala. She sets herself for the welfare of the woman.  
 

People appreciate her for being success trainer to make women self dependent and for her all 
rendering services. “Women have to face many challenges to step forwards. But, self confident and 
perseverance women must step forwards by defeating all odds and challenges” boldly and strong 
confidently mentioned Mrs. Jesmin. 



Momota Sen: an outstanding woman.......... 
 

Momota Sen, an outstanding woman leader, was born on 7 June 1968 in Fakirhat upazila of 
Bagherhat. She is the third out of five daughters of her parents. She does not belief in “born as black 

is curse” rather she believes in “works make 
woman great”. She was married to Swapan 
Sen and blessed with one daughter. Like other 
housewives, her conjugal life was going on 
well. Days are passing happily. 
 

It is 2002! She attended in the animators 
training at 54th batch in Sundorghona. This 
animators training changed her feeling and 
thinking-turned Momota Sen into an animator 
woman. She felt strong demand from heart to 
do something special for the backward women 

of the society. From this point, she started a new life. 
 

She with eager women of her community formed ‘Smredhi Mohila somitee’. Women of this somitee 
started to save some thing for the future of their family. Women members of this organization took 
training on tailoring from Khanjahania Gonobidyaloy. It is Momota Sen who inspired women for this 
training. They bought sewing machines with the savings and began to earn by sewing clothes of the 
community people. After that, women members were trained on Nakshikatha. They sold these 
beautiful katha in the village fare. Momota’s team was not only confined in earning money, but also 
they conducted courtyard meeting and campaigned for protecting child marriage, dowry, use of 
sanitary latrine, need for maternal health services, and vaccination for creating awareness. They sell 
ring slabs at a minimum cost among the community people. As a result, community people are being 
benefited.  
 

Mrs. Sen thought that only self development is not enough, she has to do something for the society. 
From this thinking, she became elected as woman UP member. She looks after many activities like 
health, safety net programs and other activities with reputation. Her name is all over the UP as a 
successful member of village court. She developed her more after getting inspiration from animators 
training at 83th batch in 2012. 
 

Mrs. Sen and her organization is a pioneer in creating outstanding example. They stopped 17 child 
marriages and protected 14 dowry marriages. They helped in safe delivery of 112 women. Moreover, 
they stopped 23 women violence. They also brought 9 drop out students to school. In addition, they 
involved 30 women in income generating activities. 
 

Present number of women organization is 45 and their total savings is 90200 Tk. These 45 women 
treat Mrs. Sen as their change agent. She dreams to form such type of organization in other parts of the 
union parishad. She mentioned that BNN developed her and wants to be a pioneer woman leader in the 
society. 

 



Nibadita: an icon of................... 
“I am no more a backward and passive woman, I am an unleashed and flourished woman,” boldly 

said Nibadita Haldar, an animator of THP-B when I visited her at her home. She was born in a 

respected family and married to Samiron 

Bodya in 1991. She is blessed with two 

children. Her couple life was going well as 

an ideal house wife. But, she was not treated 

as a human being and her contribution in 

decision making was very negligible. Even 

in the crisis period of her family (conflict 

with the powerful union parishad chairman) 

in 1999. She felt strong desire to protect her 

family from the conflict.  

 
She attended in the animator training at 1446th batch provided by THP-B. The thing which touched her 

heart most is that unleashed man can never be poor. She found her as a new woman after the training. 

She realized that women are not born only themselves or household works. Woman should work for 

the backward of the society and woman has significant meanings in all the spheres of life. Now, she is 

struggling against the evil power of the society and makes determination to sacrifice herself for the 

disadvantaged women in the society. 

 
Mrs Halder also attended in the woman leaders foundation course in 2009. Through this training 

woman leadership developed in her. She realized that no other way of getting relief from all odd things 

without being self emancipation and transformative leader. From this realization, she began to 

transform herself from unemployed to self employed woman. She established homestead vegetables 

garden and poultry farm. Presently, her monthly income is 4000 TK. which she spends for education 

of child and her family. Besides this, she is involved with ‘Padma Bahumukhi Somobay Samitee’ as 

secretary, in village development committee as chairman, in standing committee as member secretary. 

She raises her voice against women violence, child marriage and dowry and is leading community for 

social movement. She inspires everyone to be self employed with what they have which affects most 

of the women. She is a torch bearer of dreams for the women to be self employed. She is well known 

in the community as Didi, an icon. “I want to see myself as a successful woman”, she expressed her 

expectation. 

 

 

 



Parvin Chowdhury: a strong voice against......... 
 
“I set my life for the welfare of the backward women and no woman will pass away without justice”, 

boldly and confidently told Parvin Chowdhury, a woman leader and social activist. She was born in 

South Bharaura, Sremongal, Moulobibazar on 8 March 1970. She was married to Selim Chowdhury. 

 
Once she had no participation in 

decision making and was confined 

within the boundary. She did not get 

equal opportunity from all the sectors. 

She was treated ill for being woman. 

She did not rise voice against anything 

what she disliked. She had little 

knowledge about women rights and 

hidden power inside women. 

Everything was explored before her after taking training on women leader foundation course at 60th 

batch from The Hunger Project Bangladesh. She realized her role in every spheres of life. After that 

she started to raise her voice against all odds inside and outside the house. At the very beginning, she 

had to face a lot of challenges. Only feel from the core of heart of the women can take women at the 

apex of success. Presently, she is an active president of Bikoshito Nari Network/WASH 

comittee/Pollisomay Unnayan Comittee of ward no.3 in Sremomgal. She is also a member secretary of 

health user forum of Sremongal upazila. In addition, she was ex-UP member of Sremongal union 

parishad. “Sprit from the women leader foundation course, bring me here today”, expressed her 

gratefulness to BNN, with jovial face. 

 

She raises her voice against all odds. She is rendering services to awaken the women through active 

participation in all good works of the community. She arranged 20 courtyard meetings focusing on bad 

effects of child marriage resulting protection of 5 child marriages with the help of local government 

officers and representatives. She also conducted 10 courtyard meetings highlighting human and citizen 

rights and also 25 courtyard meeting on dowry, polygamy, woman violence and illegal separation. 

Moreover, she raised her voice against 15 injustice and illegal works in her community. In addition, 

she helped 15 victims among which 5 were male and 10 were female. Besides these social activities, 

Mrs. Chowdhury is participating in all social awareness building campaigns and movements. Now, 

Parvin Chowdhury is a name of voice against all odd things in her community. “It is high time that 

women should come forward with their power and wisdom to change their lot”, Urged Mrs. 

Chowdhury. 



Rezia Khatun: explorer of hidden key of...... 
 
“Now, I do not pass the night without food and my other family members can take full meals at 

night---night without food had gone from our lives, we are happy and passing a good day”, said 

Rezia khatun, an active member of ward action 

team and PAR. She expressed her feeling with 

smiling face when staff of THP visited her at her 

home. 
 
Her sufferings started when she was married to an 

unemployed youth at her early age due to economic 

insolvency. She had to pass even whole days 

without food and her sorrows knew no bounds. Her 

suffering increased when she was blessed with one daughter. She did not welcome her child warmly 

due to her chronic poverty. But, she was not such a woman to give in anything easily. She started to 

struggle against poverty with what she had and searched for an opportunity to conquer poverty. 
 
2009 is the turning year for her life because in this year she got the key of success. She participated in 

the animators training which explored her hidden talents. She also became an active member of self 

help group of PAR. “The animators training inspired me best and showed me the right way of 

conquering poverty, thanks to THP”, she expressed her gratefulness to THP in this way. Taking 

inspired from animators training, she set a plan to change her life and community. At first she took 

training on tailoring for 6 months. During her training period, she took orders for small jobs through 

her beloved husband. After the end of the training, she started to work full time with the support of her 

husband. 

 
Within a few days she became very popular in her village. Besides her work, she trained women on 

tailoring so that they can be economically self dependent. 20-25 women became economically self 

dependent, after getting training from Mrs. Khatun. In addition, she engaged herself in poultry and 

cattle rearing, and growing homestead vegetables. She is now economically self dependent. Her school 

going daughter is enjoying the privileges. She is no more in food insecurity. Her husband also became 

self employed. She is leading a happy life with her family members. “I want to see my daughter as an 

ideal doctor who will render free medical services to the rural community people” is the dream of 

Mrs. Khatun. 

 

 

 



Shahana Begum: a pioneer of.... 
 
Shahana Begum with whose help approximately 400 women got relief of economic insolvency. Not 

only economic solvency but also got award in their family and society. “Women are confined in the 

boundary and can not enjoy as much as male wishes” she expressed her disappoint at a time. She 

believes that economic solvency is the 

key of get relief from economic 

insolvency. She started her work to get 

relief from confined boundary. She leant 

it from her experience in life. 

 
She with helpless and destitute women 

formed an organization named 

‘Kormonir Samajik Mohila Unnayan 

Sangastha.” This organization is 

working for the development of the society besides providing rendering services to the community 

people in their locality. It also performs different rendering services for the destitute poor and helpless 

women in their locality. The rendering services were included as training on fish, handicraft, tailoring, 

block-boutique, homestead vegetable gardening etc.  

 
Besides these services, the organization is contributing much in providing free medical services for the 

widows and old women, free education, adolescent health, skill development training, assistant for 

justice, counseling services for the poor and deprived children, protesting women violence, eve-

teasing. 320 women directly taking training on various subjects (tailoring, handicraft and block-

boutique) and 40 women on agro-marketing are trying to change their livelihood status as well as the 

community. Average per capita income is 3000-3500 Tk. per month and she alone earns 20000 Tk. per 

month. Thus, she made her family middle class income earning from lower class income earning. 

Besides these, many trained women are working to change their lot through income generating 

activities. “My dream is to build up hunger and poverty free self dependent Bangladesh through 

creating employment and changing lot of the poverty shocked people” stated with confident.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tafura: a name of success... 
 
Tafura Akter was born on 2nd  February 1978 in Batora village of Choddogram upazila in Comilla 

district. She is the youngest daughter of her parents. She passed SSC from Kalojoyee Bidyanekatan in 

1993 and HSC from Sharifpur College in 1999. In spite of taking admission in BA class in Lalmai 

Degree College, she could not 

complete her graduation due to 

financial crisis.  

 
Despite it, enthusiasm Tafura did not 

give in. She took 4 days animators 

training at 106th batch in Noakhali 

Rural Social Development from THP 

in 1999. The learning of this training 

helped her to change her life. She 

learns that being unleashed, anything 

is possible. 

 
 Disappointed Tafura gets new life. She got the power of starting her new life from the training. At 

first, she started tuition. She searched for new meanings of life. At that time, she introduced with DR. 

Hamida Khanum and with her help she got admission in maternity training course in health promotion 

limited medical organization. After completion her course, she came back to her village and with the 

assistant of Dr. Khanum she established a village service centre. Within a few days, she was appointed 

as volunteer nurse in the upazila health complex. But, she realizes that she was not born for herself. 

She engaged herself for the welfare of the community. As the part of her service, she arranged free 

health check up services, distributed free medicines and providing services for the pregnant women.  

 
She was married in 2005, but her happiness and peace did not last long. Her husband died by an 

accident in 2009. Her struggle started again. She did not continue the health centre and engaged 

herself in various social services. Her rendering services brought her acceptance to the community 

people. As a result, she was elected as union parishad member from the reserved seat in 2011. 

Moreover, she participated in the women leader foundation course at 73th batch in 2012 organized by 

BNN. Tafura likes to do something for the community. Taking inspiration from the training, she with 

the community people began to work for the welfare of the community people. She arranged weekly 

free medical camp in the health centre for the pregnant women. In addition, she started week end 

courtyard meeting in 1, 2 and 3 wards. She observes international women day, national girl child day 

and Begum Rokeya day for creating awareness among the women as well as for the community.  



In order to protect child and polygamy marriage, she is continuing courtyard meeting in 1, 2 and 3 no. 
wards. As a result, she with the help of community people was capable to stop 12 child marriages. 
Establishment of women organization in her upazila is her one of the best successes as a woman leader 
which consists of 42 women. The total capital of the organization is approximately one lac Tk. She 
was selected as the best Joyeeta by the ministry of women and children affairs in 2013 for her success. 
Tafura is now known as an enlighten woman in her society. Her dream is to economically empower 
the backward women in her society by organizing them. No woman will be neglected in the society. 
She wants to establish a society on the basis of equality. 

 
The convention was coloured with a delighted cultural 
program. The cultural program was designed with folk songs, 
regional songs, Tagore’s sons, and dance etc. Women leaders 
from 10 regions presented their performance separately 
highlighting their 
regional culture. 
Besides women 
leaders, Tagore’s 
singers AB 

Siddidque and Rehana Siddique, and prominent folk 
singer Farida Parveen polished the cultural program 
enjoyable. 
 

 
The convention was ended with formation and 
welcome of the new BNN committee. In her 
presidential speech Mrs. Rashada Aktar 
thanked all and also mentioned that women 
have awakened resulting elimination of 
northern poverty. Moreover, she expressed her 

profound interest to lead the network activities. ‘Women 
leaders assembled here to change the world towards 
better today not tomorrow’, she encouraged the women 
leaders. The convocation was finally closed with the 
song ‘Amra korbo joy’. 

 
Dr. Bhaba Sindhu Roy 
Senior Program Officer 



 


